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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via 
email to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members  
district-wide via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student 
achievements and more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Assistant, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief 
 As a result of years of low budget increases, 
Plainville is well below the state average in al-
most every expenditure category as measured 
on a per pupil basis. Plainville Community 
Schools spends almost $250 per pupil less on 
instructional staff than the statewide average. 
Plainville spends $6,918 per pupil on instruc-
tional staff while the state pays $7,159 per stu-
dent. This difference of $241 per student means 
that Plainville is saving $603,705 by not spend-
ing at state levels ($241 x 2,505 students). Like-
wise, Plainville under spends the state in in-
structional supplies ($254 for Plainville; $266 for 
the state), student support services ($565 to 
$761), administration ($1,239 to $1,271) and 
plant operation ($1,158 to $1,322). Only in the 
categories of transportation and education me-
dia services is Plainville’s per pupil expenditures 
higher than the state average. In all, based on 
these per pupil figures, if Plainville spent at the 
same level as the state averages, the district’s 
budget would be $1,470,435 higher.  

Toffolon Retirees Give Back 
Toffolon retirees  Dianne Smith, Connie Bux-
ton, Sandy Kufta, Bev Letendre, and 
Marjorie Johnson are “back in the classroom” 
volunteering their time and sharing their exper-
tise with students. Dianne and Connie assist 
two to three days a week in the morning and 
afternoon kindergarten classrooms. Sandy tu-
tors and supports children in fifth grade, Bev is 
a guest reader in second and third grade class-
rooms, and Marjorie supports readers and writ-
ers in a first grade classroom. 

Layups For Luke Event Supports  
PHS Student  
PHS and the local community came together re-
cently at the Layups for Luke event held in con-
junction with the high school’s basketball game 
against Rocky Hill on February 17. The event, 
which raised more than $3,000, was organized by 
the boys' basketball team to support the family of 
sophomore basketball player Luke Santhouse, 

who has leukemia. Proceeds from the gate, the 
Athletic Backer's Club concession, and donations 
from the girls' basketball team, the wrestling team, 
the cheerleaders and the Plainville Police Asso-
ciation contributed to the success of the program. 

MSP Holds Mythology Bee  
MSP recently participated in a Mythology Bee 
sponsored by Disney-Hyperion Books to celebrate 
publishing of the fifth and final book in the popular 
Percy Jackson series by Rick Riordan in May. Co-
ordinated by Middle School Library Information 
Teacher Joyce Lynch, the Mythology Bee was 
held in two sessions, and included a three part 
process. In part one, students answered questions 
in a written format. In the second and third parts 
they answered oral, multiple choice questions 
about Greek mythology. Forty-eight middle school 
students were in the preliminary round, and 26 
made it to the finals. The following students were 
the winners: 4th runner up: Stephanie Huston, 
3rd runner up: Julie Tattersall, 2nd runner up: 
Keriana Santana, 1st runner up: Sarah Simard 
and Winner: Jinsol Shim. Shim will be entered 
into the national contest for one of three possible 
prizes including an autographed set of books from 
the Percy Jackson series, a trip for four to Camp 
Half-Blood in Austin, Texas, or a trip to Athens, 
Greece for four with author Rick Riordan. 


